
COMHALTAS CEOLTÓIRÍ ÉIREANN IS IRELAND’S PREMIERE CULTURAL   
MOVEMENT, FOUNDED IN 1951.  WHEN YOU JOIN COMHALTAS, YOU JOIN PEOPLE 
FROM MORE THAN 400 BRANCHES WORLDWIDE IN SUPPORT OF THE TRADITIONAL 
IRISH ARTS OF MUSIC, DANCE AND LANGUAGE.  WE WELCOME NEW MEMBERS.  
PLEASE CONTACT THE CHAIRMAN, OR MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY FOR MEMBERHIP 
INFORMATION, OR VISIT US AT   SF.CCEWEST.ORG 

 

 

 
Dear friends and members, 
 
I’m writing this month’s column hard on the heels of our 
recent “West Region Convention”, and I cannot skip off 
onto other topics without devoting at least a few lines to 
that special event.   
 
For those of you unable to attend, I am happy to report 
that all of the weekend’s activities were successful.  The 
instructors at the Saturday workshops did a fine job by all 
accounts, and the ceili that evening was one of the most 
enjoyable in my experience – in no small part due to the 
talent, grace and good humor of our visitors for the 
weekend, John Whelan and Michael Breen.  The rather 
unusual atmosphere of the dance hall may have also 
contributed!   On Sunday, the children’s workshop, 
session at the Plough, and of course the big concert 
featuring John at the UICC were also well done, in spite of 
our ambitious scheduling and some surprises with the 
facilities.  A large number of our members (too long to 
list!) put substantial effort into planning and executing 
these two full days, and it clearly showed in the quality.  
My thanks to you all on behalf of the branch, for your 
commitment to making this convention such a good 
experience! 
 
For those of you unable to attend, however, it would also 
be misleading if I didn’t note that we mis sed you.  While 
the quality of the events all weekend was strong, the only 
consistent detracting factor was the somewhat 
disappointing attendance.  We were unable to attract many 
people from outside the Bay Area to this “West Regional” 
event, and did not s ee as many of the local musicians, 
dancers, and other fans of Irish music that I had expected 

would turn out for at least some part of the festivities… on 
the other hand, we did meet some new people, make some 
new friends, and hopefully spread the awareness of 
Comhaltas and its cultural opportunities a bit more 
broadly through these new contacts. 
 
Well, so much for “a few lines”!  In the short space 
remaining, let me remind you of a few key upcoming 
dates:  the membership meeting for November is on 
Tuesday the 2nd, and while the Cooley-Keegan elections 
that evening (for next year’s officers) are clearly not as 
crucial as our nation’s election on that day, just think – 
you actually CAN vote more than once that day. Also, 
mark your calendars for our annual November (Samhain) 
Ceili, to be held on Sunday the 14th! 
 
Slán, 
Michael R. 

 
The next General Meetings of the Membership will be on 
Tuesday, November 2nd and December 7 th at 7:30 p.m. at 
the United Irish Cultural Center (2700 45th Ave. at Sloat).   
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z  FROM THE CHAIRMAN  z 

z  GENERAL MEETING  z 
 

CCE MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
 

Please remember to send in your renewal for 2005.  We 
must send the membership list to Ireland by December 
so you will receive your Treoir Magazine in a timely 
manner.  You will find the Membership Form on-line at 
http://sf.ccewest.org/misc/join_cceck.html  or contact 
Joannie O'Leary at 415 664-6579 and we will mail you 
one.  Your membership helps to support our branch. 
Please Renew Now!!!!!  
 
Many thanks,    
Joannie 




