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Z FROM THE CHAIRMAN Z

Dear friends and members,

If each Sced Eile had atheme, | suppose thiswould
be the “singing” issue! While many of usin the
branch are avid dancers, others are more interested in
the music, or the socia aspects, its good to see that
there is aresurgence of interested peoplein Irish
songs, aswell. Thisisa part of Irish culture that
many Americans are at least in part familiar with,
even if some of the more famous songs are not
necessarily Irish in origin.

Sing-alongs have been a popular feature of our
children’s ceilis for afew years now, but we have
also been holding the “Song and Storytelling”
evenings once a month now for nearly three years. If
you've never been able to attend one of these (or
perhaps have not been aware of what you were
missing!), Michael Murphy provides a great
description in the following pages. Note that the
location of these evenings “travels’ al over the Bay
Area, hosted at the homes of some of the regular
participants, o its likely that on some occasions it
will be relatively close to your home... and you
needn’t be a polished singer to join in.

Another tradition for singing is the traditional sean+
nos (unaccompanied) style, usualy in the Irish
language. 1'd like to congratulate Nikki Ragsdale,
our branch’s Treorai na Gaeilge and organizer of all
our Irish language events, on the recent release of her

very own CD of songsin Irish!  Thisisamajor
project to carry out, and will no doubt provide a great
resource for both new singers interested in learning
the style, and help expand the repertoire of others
who might have a song or two aready under their
belt. Thetiming isalso excdlent, in that Nikki will
be teaching both morning and afternoon workshops
(October 23rd) on singing in Irish at our big West
Region convention, so now is the perfect time, if

you' ve been meaning to giveit atry.

Which naturaly reminds me: if you haven’t yet
signed up for your choices at the convention, now is
thetime to do so! We need to allocate space and
finish up the planning based on the registrations we
receive, so if you are thinking you' Il be coming to
take a workshop or two, enjoy the fine Saturday
night celli, and/or join us for the fabulous Sunday
night concert featuring John Whelan — send us your
registration as soon as possible!

If that isn’t sufficient incentive, please note that we
will aso be selecting one of the early registrations at
random — and waiving the entire fee for that lucky
person’ s package!

Slan,
Micheel R.

Z GENERAL MEETING Z

The next General Meetings of the M embership will be on
Tuesday, October 5 and November 2™ at 7:30 p.m. at

the United Irish Cultural Center (2700 45" Ave. at Sloat).
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