
COMHALTAS CEOLTÓIRÍ ÉIREANN IS IRELAND’S PREMIERE CULTURAL   
MOVEMENT, FOUNDED IN 1951.  WHEN YOU JOIN COMHALTAS, YOU JOIN PEOPLE 
FROM MORE THAN 400 BRANCHES WORLDWIDE IN SUPPORT OF THE TRADITIONAL 
IRISH ARTS OF MUSIC, DANCE AND LANGUAGE.  WE WELCOME NEW MEMBERS.  
PLEASE CONTACT THE CHAIRMAN, OR MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY FOR MEMBERHIP 
INFORMATION, OR VISIT US AT   SF.CCEWEST.ORG 

 

 

 
 
Dear friends and members, 
 
Summer is quickly drawing to a close, as families 
return from late vacations, the United Irish Cultural 
Center will soon be re-opening its doors, and schools 
prepare for the return of their students (I’ll be 
meeting our new students tomorrow here in 
Berkeley!)  I trust you all have had either a restful or 
successful summer, depending on your goals and 
choices for the season. 
 
If you were traveling or otherwise engaged (as I 
was), and missed some of your favorite Comhaltas 
activities these past few months (as I did), I am 
pleased to be able to point you toward some 
wonderful Irish music, singing and dancing 
opportunities that are now fast approaching, though 
still on the horizon.   For example:  it’s been two 
years since our first introductory Music Workshops, 
and we are reviving this program with a more 
focused day of workshops featuring fiddle, 
accordion, singing in Irish, set dancing and more.  
We are also hosting a very special concert, featuring 
the wonderful button box music of John Whelan 
from the Boston area, and including some of our own 
area’s best young step dancers!   But wait, there’s 
more … we’ll also be having an evening Ceili in San 
Mateo, close enough to the South Bay to lure our 
friends from down that way (and even our colleagues 
in the Clifford Hoban Branch, perhaps!)  -- and to 
keep it all tidy and convenient, these special events  

 
are all part of a single gathering of the new West 
Region of Comhaltas, taking  place on the 23rd and 
24th of October. 
 
Many of the details concerning these events are 
described in the enclosed flyer, but let me add a few 
words to the larger picture:  while our branch has 
“branched out” into many new activities these past 
few years, there are many folks interested in Irish 
music and culture that still know little about us.  An 
infusion of enthusiasm and new ideas could do a lot 
to keep our activities vibrant and growing, so I 
would strongly encourage you to mention this “mini-
convention” to friends you think might be interested 
in attending.  Because of the scope and magnitude, 
we will be charging admission to some of the 
weekend’s events, and are asking participants to 
register ahead of time to be sure we can 
accommodate everyone.  Please pass along this 
registration form to interested parties if for some 
reason you won’t be able to attend personally… but 
of course send in your own registration for the 
weekend as soon as you can!  Late October may 
sound far off, but it’s less than eight weeks away. 
 
Slán, 
Michael R. 
 

 
The next General Meetings of the Membership will 
be on Tuesday, September 7th and October 5th at 
7:30 p.m. at the United Irish Cultural Center (2700 
45th Ave. at Sloat).  
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